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Study  6. 

Hosea  6:11-7:16. 

No  Place  to  Hide.

Purpose: 

To determine to be honest 

with the Lord 

and with ourselves.

As a child (or maybe even as an adult), were you ever warned: 

"God sees everything you do” ? 

If so, what effect did it have on you?

Think about the fact that God sees everything you do. 

Is the idea comforting or unsettling? 

Why?

Mirrors tell the truth, but we can lie to ourselves about what the mir​ror tells us. God tried to tell the Israelites that their character was slid​ing downhill. 

They preferred to believe the best about themselves.

Read Hosea 6:11-7:16.

1.
Throughout this passage, notice the things to which God compares Israel

(7:4-8, 11-12, 16).

What element of Israel's character does each comparison bring out?

	Question 1. 

The diverse images share the qualities of instability and unreli​ability. 

The images of heat show the intensity of Israelis pursuit of wickedness.

The
oven  depicted here was made of clay and was cylindrical in shape. 

It may have been embedded into the floor or lay on it. 

The domed roof had a large hole covered by a door through which the baker      

              would first add fuel 

              (wood, dried grass, dung or cakes made from olive resi​due). 

Flames would escape through the hole until a hot bed of coals remained. 

The heat would be captured as the door was closed 

              and would remain for many hours 

              (enough for the bread to be kneaded and allowed to rise). 

Then the baker would place the slightly raised flat bread on the inner walls 

               of the oven or amongst the coals. 

The meta​phor plays on these mundane tasks and well-known images. 

(Walton, Matthews and Chavalas, IVP Bible Background Commentary, p.756)

As a nation Israel was literally “half-baked!”

The imagery abruptly changes from a baker’s oven to a not very bright bird 

               that flits back and forth in indecision. 

“Clearly, Israelis kings have been snared in the net of political ambitions 

                cast by both of the ancient super powers, Egypt and Assyria” (Walton, Matthews and Chavalas, IVP Bible Background Commentary, p. 756).

Finally, God compares Israel to a bow that is likely to break 

                in the archer’s hands. 

“The composite bow, made from a combination of wood, horn and an​imal 

                tendons ,...was subject to changes in weather and humidity. 

If it was not kept in a case it could lose its strength and be described 

                as unreliable or slack 

(see Ps 78:57)” 

(Walton, Matthews and Chavalas., IVP Bible Background Commentary, p. 756).


2.
How might one of those comparisons apply to you?

3.
How did Israel (also called Samaria and Ephraim) imagine they were fooling 

God 

(7:1-2).

4.
How were they actually deceiving themselves 

(7:2, 9-10, 14).

5. 
Why does deceit lead to destruction 

(7:13)?

6.
What sometimes makes a lie more attractive than the truth?

7.
In spite of everything, what did the Lord continue to desire to do for Israel 

(7:1, 13, 15)?

	Questions 7-8. 

To heal, redeem, train and strengthen are the desires of one who has at heart 

                only what is best of the one being helped. 

There is no hint of revenge or vindictiveness by God toward his people.


8.
What does God’s persistence tell you about his love?

9. 
"God sees everything you do” is sometimes used as a warning 

to make children behave. 

As adults we may hear it as childish or manip​ulative. 

Yet this is the message of Hosea 7, 

and it does not come across as infantile. 

How would you slate the great truth of God’s omniscience to someone 

who needs to hear and believe it?

10.
What are some ways that people today imagine 

they can get away with things God does not see?

11.
In what area(s) of your life do you need to remember 

that you can’t deceive or bide from God?

	Question 11. 

Since our attempts to deceive the Lord also involve self-​deception, answers may not spring to mind either for your group members or for yourself. 

This question deserves further thought and prayer throughout the week.


12.
How will you plan to live more transparently before God this week?

